Radon is an invisible, odorless, naturally occurring gas that seeps into buildings through cracks in foundations, walls, and gaps around sump pumps.  Radon can be found in all types of homes, regardless of age, construction type (with or without basements), or whether they are well-sealed or drafty. Over time, it can build up in homes, and testing is the only way to know your exposure level. 
Most of Western New York is classified as an EPA Radon Zone 1, which predicts average indoor radon screening levels greater than 4 pCi/L (picocuries per liter), the EPA's recommended action level. The EPA and New York State Department of Health (NYSDOH) recommend taking corrective action if the radon level in the lowest primary living area of a home is 4 pCi/L or greater. Erie County has had the most tests in NYS, with an estimated mean radon level of 3.4𝑝𝐶𝑖/𝐿.  
Since Radon is the second leading cause of lung cancer overall in the United States and the leading cause among non-smokers, the NYSDOH and the EPA recommend that all homes be tested for Radon.


